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Air routes: the only ones misleading the public are the GSD Opposition 
  
The Government understands that there a number of Opposition Members who are 
on a steep learning curve and are therefore willing to make allowances. However, the 
latest nonsensical statement by Opposition Tourism spokesman Damon Bossino 
cannot be allowed to go unchallenged. 
  
The Government has never claimed that the air service operated by BMI to East 
Midlands airport was secured by the new administration. Indeed, it would have been 
impossible to secure a new air link in four months in office when, as everybody else 
except Mr Bossino knows, these air links are secured well in advance at a time when 
airlines are forward planning their operating schedules. 
  
It therefore goes without saying that contact with BMI started under the GSD 
administration and came to fruition under the present Government, in much the same 
way as contact with Monarch airlines started when the then GSLP Government was 
in office and came to fruition under the GSD administration. 
  
As the Minister for Tourism, Transport and the Port Neil Costa noted to Mr Bossino in 
answer to a question in the last session of Parliament, the Government had not and 
would not state that the service operated by BMI was secured by the present 
administration.  Mr Bossino, clearly not happy with confirming the position in 
Parliament and believing that the people of Gibraltar collectively suffer from an acute 
sense of amnesia, has seen fit to issue a press statement to state what everyone 
knows to be true and which the Government has never sought to deny.  In addition, 
Mr Bossino inexplicably links the inaugural flight of BMI with the Government's 
criticism of the expense of the new air terminal whilst in Opposition. 
  
The thrust of the criticism of the GSLP/Liberals about the policy of the GSD when 
they were in Government, is that for most of their time in office, there were less air 
links to and from Gibraltar airport than there had been in 1996. This was the case 
despite a number of memorable and costly fiascos for the taxpayer including the 
Regional Air Lines flight to Casablanca which was effectively being subsidised to fly 
an empty plane and more recently the well-publicised case of Andalus Airlines. Mr 
Bossino may not like it but this is a fact. 
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The second point made was that the huge investment in the air terminal was being 
made at a time when air arrivals had slumped from 183,000 in 2009 to 150,000 in 
2010. This was a drop of more than 30,000 people. These were the latest official 
figures provided by the then GSD Government at the time of the last general election, 
and although that position has now been redressed at the end of 2011, the fact 
remains that these were the latest official statistics available at that time. 
  
Moreover, given the number of people flying to Gibraltar, there was and currently is 
no need for such a spacious terminal and at such vast cost to the tax payer.  The 
new air terminal has capacity for 1 million passengers a year even though 
approximately 189,000 arrived in Gibraltar during 2010/2011.  The public will recall 
that whereas Mr Caruana had originally stated that the new air terminal would cost 
£24 million, it has actually cost Gibraltar 74 million euros.  This is quite apart from the 
running costs that the new Government has already started to grapple with. Further, 
the unpredictability of the airline industry means that even existing routes cannot be 
guaranteed by any administration. 
  
It is therefore simply not true that the Government has criticised the new air terminal 
in the way the Opposition suggests. The point that was constantly made is that the 
construction of the new terminal and its relocation next to the frontier fence was not 
about the economic development of Gibraltar or about planning for the future but that 
it came about purely and simply as the result of a political agreement with Spain.  
  
Commenting on the matter, the Minister for Tourism, Transport and the Port Neil 
Costa said: "The public will have realised that Mr Bossino, in his desperate attempt to 
raise his profile, will issue press statements to rebut supposed Government positions 
that he, in fact, himself creates.  The wise people of Gibraltar will undoubtedly see 
through such a transparent political pathology.  Mr Bossino himself should realise 
that no amount of baseless political posturing will detract this new Government from 
fulfilling its commitments with the electorate. The only ones misleading the public are 
the GSD Opposition."   
 
 
 
 

 


